


From the depths of the ocean floor 
to the launch pads of Cape Canaveral 

to the far reaches of outer 
space, Alan Boyle has entertained, 

inspired and informed our geekiest 
readers in wondrous ways.



He's a true journalist who knows how to dig, probe and get to the truth, no matter 
how complex the subject matter. And he does it with speed and a folksy Iowa 

charm that endears him to sources worldwide, possibly even intergalactically.



For our #1 space 
& science geek, 
a GeekWire
BLAST OFF!



Alan embodies what is right and good about 
journalism. He tells clear, insightful stories with 
nuanced context and lively details. He's built a 
stable of contacts by showing up for events and 
making authentic connections, building trust 
with readers and sources alike. And I'll say it 
again, the dude is classy! 

I'm so glad to have had the chance to work with 
you, Alan, and hope to keep seeing you in 
GeekWire and journalism circles as your 
"retirement" allows!

- Lisa



I’m so thankful that Alan’s 
excitement for Space X was 
contagious and caused me 
to tune in and share the 
launch with my teenager.

- Beth



Alan's gift is making the most technical, complicated and dense 
information understandable. He gets to the essence of the data 
and makes the connections. I've enjoyed reading his coverage 
across many topics and will miss his weekly updates on the 
laundry list of stories he's crafting.

One of my recent favorites was Alan's piece on the anniversary of 
the Mount St. Helens eruption. It brought back memories for me, 
and Alan found a way to add a current COVID-19 twist! It led me 
to this 2010 post and this great picture of Alan from 1980 and the 
early days of his career– it begins and ends with a face 
mask. Enjoy your retirement Alan!

- Holly

http://www.nbcnews.com/id/3077299/


Alan -- many congrats to you on such an 
outstanding career and much-deserved 
retirement. It was a pleasure to see you in 
action at two media companies and to be a 
small part of your journalistic orbit. 

I look forward to staying in touch and hearing 
whatever geeky pursuits keep you busy. 
Thanks for everything and godspeed!

- Kurt



I was always in awe of Alan in how he navigated 
interviews, especially with well known 
entrepreneurs. I had the pleasure of 
accompanying Alan in a joint interview of Sir 
Richard Branson in 2017, when the billionaire 
entrepreneur was in town for the launch of Virgin 
Atlantic's Seattle service. 

It was inspiring and comforting to have Alan by my 
side. I was struck by how he put everyone at ease, 
and his confidence as a reporter. That confidence 
was born out of intense curiosity, interest and 
smarts — being prepared and deeply interested in 
the subject matter at hand. 

As an interviewer, Alan built trust and respect —
in part because the subjects knew he was deeply 
engaged. I will miss having Alan around on a full-
time basis, sharing his wisdom, journalistic 
judgment and folksy Iowa charm.

- John

https://www.geekwire.com/2017/richard-branson-bill-gates-tennis-jeff-bezos/


My favorite memory would be the 
time we were both in the office and he 
asked me if I wanted to go on a plane 
ride... happening in just a few hours. 
Next thing I knew I was flying just 
1,000 feet over scenic Seattle in a 
vintage Douglas DC-3 aircraft. I was so 
amazed that he'd donated such a 
fantastic opportunity to an intern. This 
is just one example of Alan teaching 
me to think on the fly and to say yes to 
everything life throws at you. Thanks 
for that Alan, I'll never forget it!

I want to thank Alan and everyone 
over at GeekWire for supporting the 
Brooke Owens Fellowship Program, 
and for connecting me to Lisa. I know 
it was a big gamble to bring on some 
kid who only really knows about video 
producing to write for such a reputable 
publication, but I'm grateful for it every 
day.

- Chelsey



Alan, I can't believe you are retiring! Of course it is 
well-deserved, but for some reason I just assumed 
you were an all-knowing being brought from another 
world to cover space for centuries to come! 

It was a blast (groan) helping you cover space 
launches during our own events and when you were 
onsite. And I'm confident history will remember us as 
the Madden-Summerall of ping-pong broadcasting.

Congratulations again, and I am confident I can say, 
on behalf of all earthlings, thanks for your great 
contributions, in terms of both your reporting and all 
the behind-the-scenes fun.

- Nat



If there was a "Beast Mode" of science 
and space reporting, Alan Boyle would 
be it. Alan, you're a role model who I 
look up to and respect. You are an all-
around kickass journalist, from the 
dogged reporting, to the excellent 
writing, to the expert knowledge of 
complicated topics. I'll miss hearing your 
"Greetings, earthlings" catch-phrase. 
Enjoy the break, you deserve it. And 
keep in touch!

- Taylor



We basically owe our new membership 
names to Alan! We had been kicking around 
the names and levels for a bit and I 
remember we reached out to Alan for his 
space expertise and to discover the natural 
hierarchy within the space theme moving 
from smallest to largest. Without his input, 
who knows where we would have ended 
up.

Happy Retirement, Alan!

- Melanee



Alan is one of the smartest, most determined and 
relentless journalists I've ever worked with. 

My favorite moments from his reporting came from 
his willingness to do shoe leather reporting, putting 
himself in a position to get the story, whether it was 
making the trek to a launch on the other side of the 
country, going to the Museum of Flight on a weekend 
to report on Jeff Bezos talking to schoolkids, or 
showing up in the SpaceX parking lot to take pictures 
of the building, much to the frustration of a certain 
security guard. 

I loved the glimpses we would get into Alan's 
reporting style in GeekWire videos over the years, 
starting with his signature "Greetings, Earthlings," 
line. My favorite picture of Alan is the shot of him in 
the clean room at Planetary Resources with Chris 
Lewicki, demonstrating the lengths Alan would go to 
for the story. 

As he retires from his day-to-day role at GeekWire, I'm 
going to miss his enthusiasm and hustle most of all, 
not just for the insights they provided for our readers, 
but for the example they set for our team.

- Todd

https://cdn.geekwire.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/20160525_Planetary_Resources_24.jpg


My favorite memory of Alan was 
the day he casually mentioned 
that he was interviewing Jeff 
Bezos for the International Space 
Development Conference. Just 
another day on the beat! 

We're really going to miss having a 
total pro and lifelong beat 
reporter on the team.

- Monica



Alan, I hope you have a wonderful retirement ahead of you, it's definitely well 
deserved. Everyone, including myself, is really going to miss you. I love reading all 
of your space articles so I hope it won't be too long before your back with the 
occasional special edition.

- Paula



Congratulations Alan! You’ve set a high standard as a 
dedicated, hardworking journalist. I have learned so 
much more about the modern space industry, the ups 
and downs of aerospace and surprised people with 
my new science knowledge thanks to your reporting.

I appreciate all the times you set out from your Geek 
Cave to join us for team activities like crowding into 
the conference room (hard to image now!), happy 
hour at the George and events. I am very grateful you 
spent the past five years here at GeekWire. It has 
been an honor to work alongside you and I can’t wait 
to hear about your next adventures.

- Cara



Outer space will be a lonelier place without your reporting 
Alan. Your relentless pace of reporting, friendly but firm 
rapport with sources and genuine passion for your craft 
have made a huge difference at GeekWire and other 
publications. 

It says something when Jeff Bezos respects your work 
enough to request you to moderate his interviews. My 
photo gear is still on standby if you ever make it on to a 
rocket flight.

- Kevin





Happy Retirement Alan! 
You are truly one of the best.

We will miss you.




