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02-01 Michael J. Boyle 
 
Father: Michael Boyle   
Mother: Ellen (Howe) Boyle 
Birth: Obituary lists birth date as August 22, 1857, Garryowen, Jackson County, Iowa. 
     However, church records show that Michael Jr. was baptized August 6, 1858. 
     Considering that Michael Sr. and Ellen were married on August 2, 1857, 
     it makes more sense to assume that Michael Jr. was born in August 1858. The fact  
     that his gravestone says he was 47 at death supports the case for birth in mid-1858. 
Death: February 17, 1906, Garryowen, Jackson County, Iowa 
Burial: St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Garryowen, Iowa 
 
Spouse:  
Annorah (Stanton) Boyle 
Birth: October 9, 1855, Washington Township, Jones County, Iowa 
Married: January 24, 1893, St. Patrick’s Church, Garryowen, Iowa, according to 
     Dubuque County records. Church records list marriage date as June 24, 1893. 
     It seems likely that one of the listings in wrong due to a transcription error.  
Death: April 27, 1927, Garryowen, Jackson County, Iowa 
Burial: St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Garryowen, Iowa 
 
Children: 
02-01-01: Mary Boyle (1894-1965) 
 
The firstborn son in an Irish family  
might have been expected to become  
the patriarch when his father died –  
but that wasn’t the case for Michael  
Boyle’s family in Garryowen. 
 
Michael Joseph Boyle appears to have 
been more of a tragic figure than a 
patriarchal figure. When his parents  
died in the 1888-1890 time frame, it  
was his younger brother John who  
took the reins of the estate. And his  
sudden death at the age of 47 meant  
he never got to see his only child grow  
up. In fact, it was his daughter Mary  
who discovered his body. 
 
Based on his baptismal record,  
Michael Jr. was born during a time  
when the elder Michael and Ellen were 
still getting themselves settled on the 
homestead in Garryowen. The  

Grave of Michael and Annora Boyle, 
Garryowen St. Patrick’s Cemetery. 
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baptism took place at St. Raphael’s Cathedral in Dubuque, Iowa, rather than at St. 
Patrick’s in Garryowen – suggesting that the couple may have still been living in 
Dubuque at the time, or at least still had roots there. 
 
Michael Jr. leads the list of the Boyle children in census records from 1860 on – but 
except for those listings, his next mention in the family chronicles comes after his 
mother’s death in 1890. An item in the Cascade Pioneer in 1891 reported that Michael 
O’Boyle left Iowa for Montana. “His many friends wish him the best of success wherever 
his lines of life may be cast,” according to the newspaper item. 
 
Michael may have been trying to follow in the footsteps of his younger brother Thomas, 
who headed out to Montana to seek his fortune in the mining industry. But the line that 
Michael cast westward was soon reeled back in to Iowa. 
 
In February 1892, legal notices published in the local papers declared that Michael 
intended to sue his siblings. He called for a settling-up of the estate: The land that had 
been owned by his late parents should either be divided among the 10 children – or sold, 
with the proceeds split evenly among the heirs. 
 
To settle the dispute, John Boyle (the estate’s administrator) and Austin Boyle paid 
Michael $600 for his share of the property, only a couple of weeks after the legal notice 
appeared.1  
 
In 1893, Michael was married to Annorah Stanton, the daughter of William and Mary 
Ann Stanton. Annorah’s mother had her own intriguing story, as related by a 
descendant, John Stanton. 
 
“Mary Guinand Barrett seems to have been married when she arrived in Garryowen,” 
Stanton wrote in a letter recapping his family history. “She was housekeeper and cook 
for Father Perrodin, the first resident pastor [at St. Patrick’s Church in Garryowen]. 
Both would have spoken French as well as English. Barret owned land near the church 
and had a blacksmith shop.” 
 
After Barrett’s death in 1843, Mary Ann was married to William Stanton in 1845 in 
Garryowen. The couple moved to Washington Township in Jones County, south of 
Cascade, Iowa.  That’s where Annorah and her siblings were born.  
  
An 1893 plat map shows Michael and Annorah in possession of a 120-acre farm just 
west of St. Patrick’s Church, previously owned by D. [Dennis?] Murphy. And in 1894, 
Annorah gave birth to Mary C. Boyle. 

 
1 The quit-claim deed is among transactions listed in the title abstract for property eventually owned by Orland 
Boyle. The abstract shows that settling up ownership of the property was a long and complicated process. Bridget 
(Boyle) Reddin and James Reddin were paid $400 in 1900 for their share; Austin Boyle paid $500 to James Boyle in 
1900, Austin paid $1 to Mary Boyle in 1901, and $1 to Ellen Boyle in 1902. Austin paid $750 to Frank Boyle in 
1903, $700 to Rose Boyle in 1904, $600 to Thomas Boyle in 1906, and $1 to John Boyle and his wife Mary in 1908. 
There were also various mortgages, including mortgages involving debts to siblings.  
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When Mary was still a month shy of her 12th birthday, she played a tragic role as a 
witness to Michael’s passing, as related in the Cascade Pioneer: 
 
“Although Mr. Boyle had not enjoyed the best of health, having suffered a paralytic 
stroke about a year and a half ago, recently he had been feeling much better,” his 1906 
obituary read. “Saturday afternoon he took a hammer and a few nails and left the house 
for the purpose of doing some repairing. Not returning within a reasonable time, his 
little daughter went to look him up and discovered him lying unconscious on the ground 
not far from the house.” 
 
Mary spread the alarm, and two neighbors carried Michael back into the house. “Father 
Slattery was called, but [Michael] did not live long after the arrival of the priest – the 
fatal stroke had done its work,” the Pioneer reported. 
 
A month after Michael’s death, Annorah auctioned off the farm’s equipment, produce 
and livestock – including hundreds of bushels of corn, oats and barley, 10 horses, more 
than a dozen cattle and “seven old brood sows, all with pig.” 
 
The farmland was apparently rented out, but Annorah continued to live in the 
farmhouse with her daughter Mary until her death in 1927. 
 

 
Baptismal records from St. Raphael’s Cathedral in Dubuque document 
Michael Boyle’s baptism on August 6, 1858, with $1.50 paid to the priest. 
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Notice of potential legal action by 
Michael Boyle relating to the estate 
of his parents, Michael and Ellen 
Boyle, published on page 4 of 
Jackson Sentinel, February 18, 1892. 

Report on Michael O’Boyle 
going to Montana, in Cascade 
Pioneer, May 8, 1891 
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Michael Boyle’s death certificate in 1906. 
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Michael Boyle’s 
obituary, Cascade 
Pioneer, February 22, 
1906, page 5. 

Notice of Michael Boyle  
estate sale, Cascade 
Pioneer, March 8, 1906. 
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    Annorah Boyle’s obituary, Cascade Pioneer, May 5, 1927, page 1 
 
 


