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02-02 Mary Boyle 
 
Father: Michael Boyle   
Mother: Ellen (Howe) Boyle 
Birth: May 18, 1860, Garryowen, Jackson County, Iowa  
Death: February 6, 1946, St. Louis, Missouri 
Burial: St. Peter Cemetery, Kirkwood, St. Louis County, Missouri 
 
Spouse:  
Thomas Deluhery 
Birth: March 8, 1835, County Cork, Ireland (1833 is also cited as possible date) 
Married (1): Catherine Corkery (1834-1899), August 18, 1853, Alton, Illinois   
Married (2): Mary Boyle, 1901, Sumner, Iowa (according to obituary) 
     Marriage license issued in Washington County, Arkansas. Thomas and Mary 
     listed as living at the time in Eureka Springs, Carroll County, Arkansas. License  
     issued March 29, 1901. Marriage took place on April 8, 1901.  
Death: March 1, 1902, San Diego County, California  
Burial: Calvary Cemetery, Westgate, Fayette County, Iowa  
 
Children: 
02-02-01: Ozzara Deluhery (1902-1983) 
 

 
 
Photo of Thomas and Mary (Boyle) Deluhery, circa 1901. 
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Mary Boyle was the second child and eldest daughter of Michael and Ellen Boyle. Her 
marriage lasted less than a year, but it set the course for the rest of her long life. 
 
Mary was born in 1860, not long after her parents set up their homestead in Garryowen, 
Iowa.1 She remained on the farm until at least 1880, based on census listings. She also 
gets a mention along with her brother Austin in the Cascade Pioneer as being among 
visitors to Cascade coming in from Garryowen in 1891.2 That suggests she was still in the 
area in the 1890s, even though we haven’t definitively found her name elsewhere in 
records from that period.3  
 
The turn of the century brought dramatic changes for Mary, sparked by her meeting 
with Thomas Deluhery. Thomas was a well-to-do farmer in his 60s who owned more 
than 1,100 acres of land in Fayette County, northwest of Cascade. He had 14 children by 
his first wife, Catherine, but Catherine died in August 1899.  
 
“After Catherine’s death, Thomas was somewhat lost,” a descendant, Larry Deluhery, 
wrote in a biography. “His partner of 46 years was gone, and he was described as 
restless and homeless. He did some traveling, but there was little joy in his life.” 
 
A priest at Thomas’ parish happened to know the Boyle family in Garryowen. “He 
introduced Thomas to Miss Mary Boyle, who was approximately 30 years younger than 
Thomas,” Larry Deluhery wrote.  
 
In March 1901, Mary passed on her share of her parents’ Iowa estate to Austin for $1 in 
compensation. A month later, she married Thomas in Arkansas, a place where Thomas 
spent time for his health, according to Larry Deluhery’s account. Due to health concerns, 
Mary and Thomas avoided spending the following winter in Iowa and instead took up 
residence in sunny San Diego, California. 
 
Their daughter – Elizabeth Rachel, better known as Ozzara – was born in January 1902 
in Los Angeles. Ozzara was Thomas’ 15th child, and 41-year-old Mary’s first.  
 
It should have been a joyful time. “But all was not good in the world,” Larry Deluhery 
wrote. “Thomas’ health problems had worsened, and he was feeling very ill.” 
 
In March 1902, Thomas died from an acute attack of appendicitis. His body was brought 
back for burial in Fayette County, and Mary returned to Iowa as well. Thomas’ obituary 
noted that Mary’s siblings, Austin and Rose, attended the funeral services in Sumner. 
 
William Deluhery, another descendant of Thomas Deluhery, recalled that there was 
some discord between Mary and the children from Thomas’ previous marriage. But in 

 
1 Her gravestone indicates that she was born in 1864, but that is contradicted by census records beginning in 1860. 
2 Cascade Pioneer, August 7, 1891, page 8. 
3 There was a Mary Boyle who was single, lived in Dubuque and worked as a seamstress in the 1880s, according to 
city directories. But there’s no way of knowing whether she was the Mary Boyle we’re focusing on. Also, a Mary 
Boyle is listed as being in the household of John Boyle in 1895, but this was John’s wife, Mary Barnable Boyle. 
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his will, Thomas left Mary $2,000, which was a significant sum in those days.4 Mary 
scrimped and saved, worked as a housekeeper and “devoted her life to Ozzara,” William 
Deluhery said.  
 
By 1904, Mary was making her home in Cascade. The 1905 Iowa state census lists her 
and Ozzara as living with Mary’s youngest brother, Frank. The 1910 federal census 
makes clear that Mary rented her house at that time – and that Frank was a boarder, 
working as a clerk in a notions store. The 1915 state census reports that Mary owned a 
house that was worth $1,200. (By that time, Frank had married and moved out.) 
 
In 1920, Ozzara was at Mount St. Joseph College (later known as Clarke College, then 
Clarke University) in Dubuque, studying to be a teacher. That year’s federal census 
suggests that Mary was in Dubuque as well, working as a cook at Severance Hall at 
Dubuque College (now the University of Dubuque). 
 
Ozzara graduated from college in 1922,5 and by around 1924, she had become the 
principal of East Cascade High School. Mother and daughter were once again living in 
Cascade, in a house valued at $1,000, according to the 1930 federal census.  
 
In 1930, Ozzara married John McCormack, who was born in Waukon, Iowa, but became 
an industrial chemist in St. Louis, Missouri. The newlyweds moved to St. Louis, and 
once again, Mary followed her daughter’s lead. In 1931, Mary moved to the St. Louis 
area,6 where she lived for the rest of her life. 
 
One of Mary’s granddaughters, Maureen McCormack, recalled that “Nana” darned her 
socks – and that she was a great cook who used to bake stollen, a fruit bread that’s 
typically associated with Christmas. 
 
Mary died in a St. Louis hospital at the age of 85 on February 6, 1946, “fortified with the 
sacraments of Holy Mother Church,” according to her obituary. Bronchial pneumonia, 
cardiac decompensation and uremia (a condition in which waste products build up in 
the blood due to kidney failure) were listed as the causes of death. She is buried 
alongside Ozzara and John McCormack in Kirkwood, Missouri. 

 

 
4 According to William Deluhery’s account. $2,000 in 1902 would be the equivalent of more than $73,000 in 2024 
dollars, according to Morgan Friedman’s Inflation Calculator: 
https://westegg.com/inflation/?money=2000&first=1902&final=2024  
5 Cascade Pioneer, June 8, 1922, page 5. 
6 According to Mary’s obituary in the Cascade Pioneer, February 14, 1946, page 1. 
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At right: Mary Deluhery with 
twin granddaughters, Jean 
and Janet McCormack. 
Photo is dated May 24, 1932. 
 
Below: Mary Deluhery with 
Jean (left) and Janet 
McCormack. 
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Marriage certificate for Thomas Deluhery and Mary Boyle.  
 

 
Missouri death certificate for Mary Boyle Deluhery. This record 
lists 1864 as Mary’s birth year, but census records list 1860. 
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Thomas 
Deluhery’s 
obituary, 
Sumner 
Gazette, 
Sumner, Iowa, 
March 13, 
1902. 
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At left: Article in the Sumner 
Gazette, Oct. 16, 1902, about the 
dedication of a church bell 
donated by Thomas Deluhery. 
 
Below: Mary Deluhery’s 
obituary, Cascade Pioneer, Feb. 
14, 1946, Page 1. 


