
02-03 / Bridget Boyle / 7-2026 / Page 1 
 

02-03 Bridget Boyle 
 
Father: Michael Boyle   
Mother: Ellen (Howe) Boyle 
Birth: February 2, 1862, Garryowen, Jackson County, Iowa  
Death: July 14, 1943, Cascade, Dubuque County, Iowa 
Burial: St. Patrick Cemetery, Garryowen, Jackson County, Iowa 
 
Spouse:  
James Reddin 
Birth: October 9, 1858, Garryowen, Jackson County, Iowa 
Married: October 15, 1893, St. Patrick Church, Garryowen, Jackson County, Iowa  
Death: June 14, 1943, Cascade, Dubuque County, Iowa  
Burial: St. Patrick Cemetery, Garryowen, Jackson County, Iowa  
 
Children: 
02-03-01: Grace (Reddin) McQuillen (1894-1990) (twin) 
02-03-02: Mayme (Mary Reddin) Devaney (1894-1982) (twin) 
02-03-03: Margaret Ellen (“Babe” Reddin) Kinsella (1896-1993) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo of James 
and Bridget 
(Boyle) Reddin, 
circa 1893. 
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Bridget Boyle was the third child of Michael and Ellen Boyle, born two years after her 
elder sister, Mary. She grew up on the Boyle homestead in Garryowen, and married one 
of the Boyle family’s neighbors, James Reddin, in 1893 at the age of 31. The wedding 
came three years after the death of her mother. 
 
In 1894, Bridget gave birth to twin girls, Mayme and Grace. Bridget’s third daughter, 
Margaret, was born in 1896. 
 
There were quite a few Reddin relations living in the area around Garryowen and 
Cascade at that time, so it can be difficult to sort out the references to the various 
families in the pages of the Cascade Pioneer. (For example, there are two Mayme 
Reddins and multiple James, John and Michael Reddins.)  
 
In the Jackson County plat maps of 1893 and 1913, our James Reddin is listed as owning 
about 150 acres, adjacent to properties held by other branches of the Reddin family – 
and diagonally touching Austin Boyle’s land. 
 
The 1915 obituary of James’ father, Michael, mentions James’ family as living in La 
Crosse, Wisconsin. James and Bridget are listed in the 1910 and 1920 federal censuses 
for Jackson County, Iowa – but they don’t appear in the 1915 Iowa state census. This 
suggests that the family spent a relatively brief time in Wisconsin for some reason, but 
returned to the homestead after 1915, perhaps to fill the gap created by Michael Reddin’s 
death. It’s worth noting that James’ brother, Joseph – who married Bridget’s sister, 
Rose – moved from Garryowen to Wisconsin Rapids (then known as Grand Rapids) in 
1912. La Crosse and Wisconsin Rapids are about 100 miles apart. 
 
Once James and Bridget returned to their native Iowa, they stayed there. They lived on 
the Garryowen farm until 1939. They both suffered debilitating falls that February – 
which led to their retirement in Cascade.  
 
William Kinsella, the son of Margaret (Reddin) Kinsella, passed along this reminiscence 
of his grandmother: “I can remember my grandmother Bridget Boyle Reddin's love of 
playing checkers and cards, and telling stories – after her hip was broken, resulting from 
a fall on the winter ice, restricting her ambulatory capability. She was a great cook and 
baker. Also very conservative.” 
 
Retirement didn’t last long. James died on June 14, 1943. Chronic myocarditis, 
hypostatic pneumonia and senility were listed as the causes of death. Exactly a month 
later, Bridget died of chronic myocarditis, anemia and senility at the age of 81. 
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Marriage record for James Reddin and Bridget Boyle, entered Oct. 23, 1893. 

Above: Newspaper item 
about the Reddins’ 
injuries, Monticello 
Express, February 16, 
1939, Page 3. 
 
Right: James Reddin’s 
obituary from Cascade 
Pioneer, June 17, 1943, 
Page 1. 
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Bridget (Boyle) Reddin’s obituary in Cascade Pioneer, July 22, 1943. 
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Bridget (Boyle) Reddin’s death record. 
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Above: Bridget and 
James Reddin’s 
gravestone at St. 
Patrick’s Cemetery, 
Garryowen, Iowa. 
 
Right: James Reddin’s 
death record. 


